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respect. Working together they cleared fields and bui
places of worship. They built homes and cities. And th
built government. Through government, local and state, tﬁey
sought for themselves security and justice, and the agencies
appropriate to these ends -- laws, police forces and courts.
They sought the freedom and power of learning, and the schools
and colleges which could give these. They sought decentjx
expression of their will to care for the afflicted, the
handicapped and the ill, -- and they sought the hospitals
and welfare agencies which would make such care a realxty. B
All honor to them for their achievements.

But the challenge put to Minnesota by the wilderness was -
a patient challenge. Nature bore man no malice. Human,
weakness and error might be punished, and often was; -- but
our very way of life, our freedom, our vision was never =
threatened. Impartial nature waited while men learned. '

In 1959 the dimensions and character of the challenge
posed to our society have changed. Now we find our very way
of life, our very vision of the meaning of life, is to be
tested in the crucible of history. Part of this challengei
comes from the complexity of this new world in which we live,
the speed of the technological revolution, the pressure of
new population, th~ rolitical ferment of three billion '
diverse people seeking to find their way in a world that
changes as we study it. Part of this challenge comes from
another idea, -- another form of social organization. The
roots of this idea are communism and totalitarianism. TIts
leaders now rule fully oie-third of the people of the world.
Their thesis is that man lacks the wisdom to govern himself,
and that he must be ordered, and used by an all-powerful
government.,

The challenge this idea hurls at us isno trivial one. The
rulers of Russia and Bed China stand confident and aggressive, .
filled with the sense of their own malign power. Filled with
the pride that they too have "the bomb -« the technological -
power to destroy mankind. : o S

The challenge this idea hurls is no patient one. Unlike
nature, the rulers of Russia andRed China are neither patient ="
nor impartial in responding to our works. BRather they stand
readv to exploit hefore world opinion our every error, our
every failure of nerve or wisdom, of energy or dedication.
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freedom may be, thexr presence and power poses ‘a test of'
endurance such as free men have never before known

the crisis of war. But the cold war of this &ay~pf03ects
the intensity of the test of war to all of our foreseeable
_future. To meet such a o end
‘ance, daring to cool wiars v
war-threatened society, -- and we must get on with the works
of peace. And we must prepare to do thxs, if need be, for a
century to come.

The challenge of our time is complex and dynamie. We may
focus today upon the threat of atomic holocaust, but we know
that other great forces are at work in our world, Lthat &
sunburst of change is in process. The world’. vopulation is
exploding. Twenty years ago experts predicted v:=t by the
year 2000 the population of the United States would total
165 million. It 1s startling to realize that this fipure
was reached in 1955, and that today, January 7, 1959, our
population exceeds 175 million. 1[It is sobering to realize
that the population of the world grows by 5,400 every hour,
-- or 47,000,000 each year.

The world’'s technology is exploding. In the last half
century man’'s capacity to produce power and goods has grown
more than itdid in five thousand years of previously record-
ed history, and the momentum of this change increases. We
may vearn for simple, easy, familiar answers to the comples-
ities of our day, -- but we know in our hearts that the an-
swers will be hard hought, demanding the utmost of eur wis-
dom and courage. o

v

I have chosen today to picture the forthcoming work of
our state government against the vast, dark backdrop of a
world locked 1n struggle. No smaller setting can truly
measure the full meaning of the work we Minnesotans have at
band. We are, for better or for worse, whether we will it
or not, inextricably linked to the destiny of free men every-
where. We are a part of a world in which all of our vision,




